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And we have a vivid picture drawn of the King's grief, and
of how on receiving the terrible news he knelt at the window
of his palace, before the whole people, who deeply sym-
pathised with him, and prayed for his son, for his people,
and for himself.

It was, of course, immediately said by almost the whole
nation that the Dauphin Francis had been poisoned by uthe
Italian woman," in order that her husband might become
the heir to the throne. There has never been found a single
particle of foundation for the charge, and every historian
considers it was simply due to the national prejudice against
Catherine. The accusation was not even based on unpopularity
arising from any conduct of her own; for she had been too
short a time in France, and too little prominent publicly, to
be much known by the people However, the charge was in-
vestigated; the Dauphin's cup-bearer, Montecuculli, was ac-
cused of having been the agent, and was tortured to make him
reveal by whom he had been employed to commit the crime
asserted; and under torture, so far from implicating Catherine
in any way, he declared the Emperor Charles V to have been
the author of the crime, and adhered to this even at his execu-
tion. It is, however, believed that this was almost certainly
equally untrue, and it has been pointed out that "a dubious
testimony uttered under the anguish of torture is far less
credible than the cause assigned by the most unprejudiced
historians, viz., that the Dauphin, who was of a sickly constitu-
tion, died of having drunk too freely of cold water after
over-heating himself at tennis, and not of poison at all." In an>
case, there is admitted to have been no ground for the accusa-
tion against Catherine. But when a prejudice once exists
everything that occurs strengthens it, and even the result of
Montecuculli's trial did not cause the people to lay aside their
suspicion against her* Francis I, however, in spite of his grief,
did not share this view, and after the death of the Dauphin
lavished every kindness upon her, as though desiring to com-
pensate for the unjust suspicion of his subjects.